INTRODUCTION

stucco ornaments is undoubtedly of later growth. The
practice of using regular coins, properly stamped and shaped,
in the place of the rude, punch-marked Ingots, must have
been introduced by the Greeks ; the Indians however never
excelled in the art of coining and their best coins were
only clumsy imitations of Greek models. It is important
in this connection to remember, that contact with the West
imparted an impetus to the indigenous arts of India, it
was like an electric shock, waking the land to a new life
after the lethargy of countless years of undisturbed peace.
The vigorous rule of the Maurya monarchs, which saw the
beginning of a great Indian renaissance, was indirectly the
result of Alexander's invasion. But the Gandhara or the
Indo-Greek school of architecture and sculpture, which is
almost entirely foreign, influenced India only to a limited ex-
tent It was partly the work of the foreign artists, patronised
by foreign kings and was swept away entirely by the Brahmi-
nical revival of the 4th century A.D. The Gandhara sculp-
tures moreover are not always very artistic, either from the
Greek or the Indian point of view, though they are of
immense interest to the student of Buddhism, recording as
they do, the legends and episodes of the life of Gautama In a
unique manner.

IV.

Three centuries however had scarcely rolled away, after
the Macedonian legionaries first struck terror in the hearts of
the Aryans of the Punjab, since the last trace? of the Greek rule
in India disappeared from the pages of history. No written
record preserves for us the melancholy story of the gradual
dwindling and final extinction of the miserable remnants
of the once irresistible phalanx of the great Macedonian con-
queror. Incessant fighting was partly the cau^L
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